Global health efforts and opportunities related to the Belt and Road Initiative
The Belt and Road Initiative (also known as the Silk Road Economic Belt and the 21st century Maritime Silk Road), proposed by China in 2013 with the aim of connecting Asia-Pacific and the European Economic Areas, was implemented in 2017.
1,2 A meeting held in Beijing on Aug 18, 2017, 3 released a key message on establishing collaborative platforms and sharing human wellbeing to delegates from about 20 Belt and Road countries (figure and appendix).
To respond to the initiative and promote inter national collaboration for global health, efforts have been made in Xi'an, China (the starting point of the Silk Road Economic Belt) and in Rotterdam, Netherlands (the endpoint of the Belt). Xi'an Jiaotong University led the establishment of the University Alliance of the Silk Road (UASR) in 2015, which includes 150 universities from 38 countries. The university's Global Health Institute was established to help achieve key national development strategies including the Belt and Road Initiative and to promote international collaboration in health fields. 5 crossborder health service delivery and hospitalisation, which will require physicians to understand the heterogeneity of health determinants across populations; 6 current data bottlenecks when measuring exposome; 7, 8 complicated mechanisms between the environment and NCDs; 9 and new risk factors for NCDs because of infrastructure, cultural, and technological exchange (eg, importation of foods and behaviours because individuals' exposure to food environments is not limited within neighbourhoods as a result of online ordering and fast delivery). 10 Among the opportunities discussed during the 1st ISLES, two nationallevel endeavours, the Big Data Platform for Epidemiological Surveillance of NCDs (BPES) in China and Geoscience and the Health Cohort Consortium (GECCO) in the Netherlands, have the potential to collaborate through the International Initiative on Spatial Lifecourse Epidemiology (ISLE) 11 to form a Sino-Dutch NCD research consortium, on the basis of an open and pragmatic partnership for comprehensive cooperation between the two countries. The partnership was initiated in 2014, after a state visit to Netherlands by the Chinese President and intensified in 2018, during a reciprocal visit to China by the Dutch King. BPES will link multiple sources of health data with dynamic environmental data across China, including health surveillance data, health insurance data, electronic hospital records, cancer registries, and death registries. GECCO will enrich more than 20 Dutch cohort studies countrywide with spatial data, enabling research on environmental determinants of lifestyle behaviours and NCDs. The collaboration between BPES and GECCO can shed light on NCD risk factors across the lifecourse and forecast NCD epidemic trends, with important public health implications not only in Belt and Road countries, but also worldwide.
Additionally, ISLE is taking advantage of advanced spatial technologies to establish a large spatiotemporal dataset of multiple dimensions of environmental exposures since 1980 to present over the Eurasian continent. 12 The Xi'an Jiaotong University Global Health Institute has been doing research in multiple countries, including projects funded by UNICEF, the USbased China Medical Board, and National Institutes of Health. 3, 13 These efforts, which will be expended in the coming years as more partners join, will facilitate the study and solving of many serious and emerging public health concerns within and beyond country boarders such as the complex relationships between policy and environmental factors, behaviours, and health outcomes across Belt and Road countries-all of which have diverse cultures, religions, lifestyles, economic development, physical environments, and disease burdens. These offer unprecedented promise for international collaboration to build a "community of human destiny". 14 
